Message from the President.
Dear Friends 

The next ISPAD's scientific meeting will be held in Siena, September 19th-22nd 2001. This will be a very important meeting. The proposed changes to the ISPAD Constitution will be voted on and will determine the direction of the Society. Please note that all current full members and associate members will be able to vote. A new Constitution has been proposed in response to a request for a review of the current Constitution and to help guide ISPAD's growth so that it reflects the evolving multidisciplinary involvement in all aspects of childhood and adolescent diabetes.

ISPAD is certainly growing quickly and now is truly an international Society. ISPAD now has over 600 members in over 70 countries. We anticipate a membership of over 1,000 in a couple of years. It is being called on more frequently as the expert Society on childhood and adolescent diabetes in international programmes (eg Declaration on Diabetes in the Western Pacific, Declaration of the Americas, St Vincent's and IDF programmes on childhood and adolescent diabetes). The ISPAD Guidelines are now the formal IDF Guidelines on childhood and adolescent diabetes. The first ISPAD Science School, Berlin 2000, was an outstanding success and the second Science School will be held in Portugal in December 2001. ISPAD as an international organisation needs to be able to cope with this change. 

Is there a need to change the Constitution? The present Constitution has served the Society well but many feel that this does not reflect the contributions to childhood and adolescent diabetes being made by others. Currently full membership is limited only to paediatricians. Furthermore, the present Constitution has to be revised because it contains a series of anomalies and omissions. These include, lack of direction on how to change the Constitution, what constitutes a quorum, how to handle tied votes, procedures for financial matters, etc. Only full members are allowed to hold office yet the present Constitution allows all members (full and associate) to vote on all matters which could include changes to the Constitution or even the dissolution of ISPAD itself. The Constitution therefore needs revision.

What are the major changes being proposed? 
Firstly, Associate membership has been deleted and all health and science professionals working in paediatric and adolescent diabetes would be eligible for full membership. Members would be classified as belonging to either medical or non medical health professional sections. The Advisory Council would be expanded to 8. No less than 5 would be chosen from the medical section (at least 3 paediatricians) and no less than 2 from the non medical section. The expanded Advisory Council will thus include all health professionals. In order to preserve the essential "feel" of paediatric diabetology the offices of the President, S-G and Treasurer could only be held by paediatricians. Could these limitations be changed in the future? The answer is yes, but only with a majority vote for a change in the Constitution. The proposed new Constitution now puts in place procedures on how future changes could be effected. 

Other changes include the following. Terms of office would be reduced from 3 to 2 years (S-G and Treasurer up to 2 terms) with those elected to the Steering Committee invited to participate as observers in the year before they take office. The Executive Board will consist of the Steering Committee plus Advisory Council and re-election to the Advisory Council would be possible after an interval of three years. The first Executive Board meeting will take place immediately following elections so that new officers can be brought up to speed and can contribute in their first year. Procedures have been introduced for considering constitutional changes, defining a quorum and outlining voting processes etc.

You will note that in the proposed revision of the Constitution there would now be two documents. The first is the Constitution which would govern the essentials of ISPAD. The second document are By-Laws which are operating rules and could be changed by a vote relatively easily providing they do not go against the essentials of the Constitution. The Constitution on the other hand would govern ISPAD and could not be changed easily. Please read through these documents carefully and come to the Business meeting in Siena! Your vote is important! Please let me know of any comments or concerns regarding the proposed changes to the Constitution. 

Martin Silink 

ISPAD President

Call for membership fee 2001.

Please sign the enclosed membership fee payment form and send to the Treasurer today !

Call for nominations.

We call for nomination of the President to serve in office from September 2002-2004, and for the Secretary-General  for the period 2002 to 2004. We are announcing this now in case the changes in the Constitution are made by the General Assembly in Siena, to shorten the term of offices from three to two years. To ensure continuity the persons who are elected in Siena will be observers in the Steering Committee from September 2001 until taking office the year after according to the proposed changes in the Constitution. In case the constitutional changes are not made, the term of offices will continue to be three years, and the Secretary –General is not on to election.

Przemyslawa Jarosz-Chobot and Denis Daneman have served three years in the Advisory Council and we call for nominations of two new councilors for the period 2001-2003. In the nomination process scientific activity, international representation and young age will be focused. Be sure that your candidates wants to be nominated. Use the enclosed nomination form and send to the Secretary-General before July 19th, 2001.

How to registrate for the 27th  Annual ISPAD meeting in Siena:
Contact the Congress Secretariat:  OIC srl. Viale G. Mateotti, 7 50121 Florence, Italy.

Fax: +39 055 50 01 912.  Internet registration www.oic.it/ispad2001
Announcement of 2nd ISPAD Science School 2001.

The main focus of the ISPAD Science School is the research training in the field of diabetes for young paediatricians. It will take place in Lisbon, Portugal from December 2-7, 2001. The organizers are Professor Thomas Danne and Dr. Catarina Limbert. It will be a tight schedule of activities including lectures, debates and seminars with all participants beeing actively involved. We want applicants with intent to pursue a scientific career in paediatric diabetology, below age 40. A maximum of 20 participants will be invited by an ISPAD Panel. Travel, accomodation and participation in the course is free. This years ISPAD Science School is sponsored by an educational grant from Novo Nordisk. Send applications by 15th September 2001 (cover letter stating current position and interest in paediatric diabetology, CV and list of publications plus letter of support of an ISPAD member for non-members) by regular mail, fax (+49 511 8115 344) or e-mail (danne@hka.de) to: Professor Thomas Danne, Kinderkrankenhaus auf der Bult, Janusz-Korczak-Allee 12. 30173 Hannover, Germany.

Enclosures:

Invoice for membership fee 2001

Nomination form

Membership up-date form (Changes in addresses, fax or e-mail)

Membership Application Form for recruitment of new members.

COPE’s Information

Important deadlines:

Nominations of President, Secretary-General and Advisory Councilors: 19th July 2001

Registration 27th Annual Meeting of ISPAD with reduced fee: 30th June 2001

Registration and payment to 27th Annual Meeting of ISPAD: 20th August  2001

Applications for the ISPAD Science School: 15th September 2001 .

