ISPAD Newsletter No.1.2000

ISPAD has started the new millenium with growth and an optimistic vision for the future. The membership has increased in all parts of the world, the new web site has improved communication, the new Consensus Guidelines for the Management of Diabetes in Children and Adolescents are finalized, the ISPAD Science School is starting, and the future Annual Meetings are well planned.

ISPAD has now 570 members from 76 countries from all parts of the world. The membership has increased from 360 in June 1997. We aim to have 1000 members within the next five years. You are welcome to invite new young investigators and persons dedicated to the work with  young people with diabetes to join ISPAD. Also at the next annual meeting we welcome diabetes nurse educators and other health care workers to join our forum for discussions and quality improvement of the care of children and adolescents.

The core organization of ISPAD is now being improved. ISPAD has applied for official registration at the Central Coordinating Register and Legal Entities of Norway. The reason for choosing Norway is the second paragraph of the ISPAD Constitution stating that the seat of the organization is the address of the Secretary General. As a legal entity ISPAD have limited liability. ISPAD will have appropriate insurance through Lloyds in London. The Steering Committee has met three times since the last Annual Meeting in April 1999. The Advisory Council had one meeting in conjunction with the EASD Meeting in Brussels in October 1999. The Advisory Council will have a more active role and serve as ISPAD’s Medical Panel for external purposes. We also have plans to increase the capacity of the Secretariat. The Steering Committee has been active in strengthening the economy of ISPAD. A new initiative for corporate and contributing membership has begun and several diabetes related companies have shown interest. A special donation from Mr. Ray Williams, Sydney, Australia, has made it possible to start the ISPAD Science School.

President’s Message

Diabetes is a disease in evolution and these changes are also affecting the young. ISPAD is the only organization focused on diabetes in the young. The vision for ISPAD is to promote science (clinical and basic), education and advocacy for childhood and adolescent diabetes. ISPAD has strengthened its links with the IDF, especially with the new IDF Sponsor a Child with Diabetes program. Within the 17th IDF congress in Mexico, the ISPAD lecture will be one of the 8 plenary lectures for the whole congress. ISPAD is increasingly involved with the St.Vincent movement in Europe and has become Associate Member of the Declaration of the Americas (DOTA) movement as well as being represented at the Western Pacific Declaration on Diabetes. Much is happening and the future for ISPAD as an international organization is bright. In addition to the very important administrative issues referred to by the Secretary-General, other initiatives include the formalization of relationships with industry and a review of the Declaration of Kos, parts which were time-limited to the year 2000. Please encourage active health professionals committed to childhood and adolescent diabetes to join ISPAD. I look forward to seeing you in Los Angeles in November.

The 26th Annual ISPAD Meeting in Los Angeles 

The organizing committee of  ISPAD 2000  would like to invite all of the ISPAD members and friends and Pediatric Endocrinologists / Diabetologists everywhere to our meeting for this year which will begin on 31 October 200 and run through 3 November 2000.

The organizing committee has planned an exciting meeting in Los Angeles at the Universal Sheraton Hotel which is contiguous to Universal Studios and Universal City Walk. The program has been designed to offer the most by incorporating lectures, symposia, workshops, discussions, oral platform sessions and poster sessions. A parallel session for nurses / diabetes educators  and other health professionals has been planned.  Time has been allocated for investigators and attendees to share information more informally in the beautiful sunny Southern California surroundings.

Highlights of the scientific program will include the exploding topic of Type 2 diabetes in children, new technologies in the treatment of type 1, and diabetes prevention. Abstracts on all aspects of childhood diabetes and related topics, including obesity and lipid disorders will be accepted for review by the scientific committee.

All ISPAD members should have received the announcement with registration form and abstract submission form in the mail.  The preliminary program and a list of the invited speakers can be seen on the ISPAD Homepage

Imedex USA, Inc is serving as the coordinating company. We have reserved blocks of rooms at the Universal Sheraton and the Hilton Hotel next door. Please make all reservations and inquiries about reservations for the hotel as well as the meeting by calling them at +1-770-751-7332 or FAX them at +1-770-751-7334. When you receive the abstract form you can mail it or abstracts can be e-mailed directly to meetings@imedex.com. Please follow the directions on the announcement form. . If you need additional registration and abstract forms, please contact Imedex USA, Inc. Address: 70 Technology Drive, Alpharetta, GA 30005-3969, USA.

More information on the social program will be available in the formal notices, but the area is packed with a great variety of things to see and do from the beaches to the mountains from Disneyland and Knotts Berry Farm to the Getty Museum, the LA County Museum of Art, and tons of LA kitsch!!

The organizing committee is looking forward to welcoming you all to Southern California. Make your plans to attend !

Prizes and Grants

Due to a surplus in the budget from the ISPAD Annual Meeting 1999 in Holland, Dr. Maarten Reeser and his organizing committee has proposed to set up prizes to honor achievements within ISPAD. The Steering Committee has decided to give one Prize for the best oral presentation and  a Prize for the best poster at the next annual meeting. The Advisory Council will select the winners and the decision will mainly be based on the scientific grading score of the submitted abstract. A limited number of Travel Grants in Aid will also be announced for the next annual meeting. 1000 USD may be given to applicants outside USA, Canada and Mexico, and 500 USD for traveling from these neighbor countries. Travel grant recipients will be selected  based on the following criteria: High abstract score, young age of the presenting author and  the presenting author has to be or to become a member of ISPAD. Application Form for travel grant is printed with the Abstract Submission  Form for the annual meeting which has now been distributed to all ISPAD members. Applications and abstracts must be received by the meeting organizers by July 21, 2000.

ISPAD Science School.

The First ISPAD Science School shall be arranged by Dr. Thomas Danne from in Berlin 3-8. December 2000.  The Science School is planned for 20 participants and with a faculty of 8 experienced ISPAD lecturers. It will take place in Haus Schwanenwerder, a villa at a lake were students and faculty will be able to stay together during the course. This will provide opportunity for informal scientific discussions and exchange of knowledge. The science school shall inspire the participants for future scientific production of high quality both in clinical, epidemiological and basic research related to diabetes in childhood and adolescence. Invitations will be sent by Thomas Danne to all members of ISPAD, but we especially want young doctors and investigators to apply. The participants  have to be or to become members of ISPAD. The invitation and application forms will soon be available on the ISPAD Homepage. The applications should be sent to Priv.Doz. Thomas Danne, Pediatric Dept,  Charité Hospital,  Humboldt University, D-13353 Berlin, Germany. E-mail: thomas.danne@charite.de Fax: +49-30-450-66-918. The deadline for application is October 1, 2000.

The ISPAD Homepage.

Our home page on Internet (www.ispad.org) is frequently visited by our members and others. In 14 months the page has been accessed more than 6000 times. You will find information on staff and members including lists with e-mail, phones and addresses, links to diabetes pages and free Medline, upcoming scientific meetings, ISPAD documents (Declaration of Kos and Cancun), abstracts from previous ISPAD meetings, review articles and books by ISPAD members and much more. We also have a section on the new Consensus Guidelines where you can download the draft chapters, edited by Peter Swift. 

A new option is the development of special discussion areas restricted to ISPAD members. To be able to access the Bulletin Boards you will have to use the username “childhood” and the password “betacell” (only lowercase letters). After clicking on "ISPAD Discussion Boards" you will need to register with your own name (“New users”) and choose another password (pick your own) for the boards before you can enter. 

You can reach all members in ISPAD with a valid e-mail address in an easy way by sending a mail to the address members@ispad.org. You can attach files to these mails just as usual. It is a very convenient way to reach a large number of members, more than 300 are listed now. Use this address if you want to share ideas or need information from our members. For questions on the website or address changes, please contact Ragnar Hanas  (ragnar.hanas@bll.se) directly. If you do not receive mails from members@ispad.org you are probably not on the list. Send a mail to Ragnar Hanas with your mail address. You can also update your membership data by visiting http://www.ispad.org/adr-mail.htm
ISPAD Consensus Guidelines for the Management of Diabetes in Childhood and Adolescence

Dr. Peter Swift has been the editor of the new guidelines which have been endorsed by the IDF. They describe the programs of management, standards of care and evaluation of services for childhood diabetes, which may be utilized by all health care professions and are applicable throughout the world. Teams of ISPAD members have been active for the last years to write and edit every chapter. The drafts have been available for comments and discussion on the ISPAD homepage. A donation from Novo Nordisk Health Care has made the printing possible. The printing and distribution of the booklet to all  ISPAD members is planned this summer, and the official launch of the Guidelines will take place at the Annual Meeting in Los Angeles.

Other meetings. 

ISPAD members are continuously involved in scientific symposia and postgraduate education in childhood and adolescent diabetes world wide. This year such activities will be taking place in Romania and in Kuwait. Professor Zvi Laron is organizing the Beillison Symposium in Israel 22.-25. September 2000 just after the EASD meeting. Dr. Olga Ramos is arranging a meeting in conjunction with IDF, ISPAD and GELADNA in South America in October 2000. 

Fund for educational activities.

For members who plan to arrange educational activities in the former east-European countries it will be possible to apply to the Secretary General for up to 3000 USD from The Bruno Weber Fund. A brief description of the organization and the preliminary program must follow the application. Twinning programs for continuous cooperation between centers will be preferred. Deadline 1. October 2000.

Call for nominations.

We call for nomination of the Treasurer Elect to serve in office from September 2001-2004. This position is occupied by Kaichi Kida who is eligible for re-election. Henk-Jan Anstoot and Carine deBeaufort have served three years in the Advisory Council and we call for nominations of two new councilors for the period 2000-2003. In the nomination process scientific activity, international representation and young age will be focused. Be sure that your candidate wants to be nominated. Use the enclosed nomination form and send to the Secretary General before 1.August 2000.

Enclosures:

Membership up-date form (Changes in addresses, fax or e-mail)

Membership Application Form for recruitment of new members.

Nomination form.

COPE’s Information

Important deadlines:

Abstracts 26th Annual Meeting of ISPAD in Los Angeles: Friday July 21, 2000

Nominations of Treasurer-elect and Advisory Councilors: August 1, 2000

Registration 26th Annual Meeting of ISPAD with reduced fee: August 31, 2000

Applications for the ISPAD Science School: October 1, 2000.

Registration and payment to 26th Annual Meeting of ISPAD: October 20, 2000

